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1. A thermalX blanket for covering and bathing a person 
in a thermally-conrorolled inflating medium, comprising: 

a flexibiSe base sheet having a head end, a foot 
end, two edges, Vnd a plurality of apertures; 

an overlaying flexible material sheet attached to 


a first surface o> 
discontinuous seam 
sheet into a plur 
chambers, said ap 
sheet into said ch 

a continuous slea 
sheet and said base 
a non-inf lateJDle v 
head end, said no 



ase sheet by a plurality of 
form said overlaying material 
communicating, inflatable 
^^ning through said base 

and 

said overlaying material 
said head end which forms 
in said blanket at said 


table viewing area being 
substantially coplanar with\ or parallel to, said base 
sheet. 


2. The thermal blanket of cla^ 1 wherein said base 
sheet includes an undersheet of VLB,yi\\y\^ fibrous material 
and a sheet of plastic mat^ial coextensive with and 
attached to said unc'^ 


blanket of claim 1 wherein said base 
a^^ulti-layered structure in which the 
is a paper sheet bonded to an upper sheet 


3. The 
sheet includes 
bottommost 


4 of plastic it^axerial. 
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4. The thermal blanket of claim 2 /wherein said 
discontinuous seams are substantially elongate, formed seals 
between said overlaying material sheety6nd sheet of plastic 
material . 



5. The thermal blanket of claim 2 wherein one of said 
discontinuous seams includes a seguence of collinear, forc^ed 
seals extending from said foot end to said head end. 

6. The thermal blanket of claim 5 wherein said 
plurality of discontinuous seams form said overlaying 
material sheet into a /plurality of mutually parallel, 
communicating tubular chambers. 

7. The therma^ blanket of claim 1 including an exhaust 
port opening ItHcouyh said material sheet adjacent one of 
said edges f ok/ Venting an inflating medium from said 
chambers and away /from said base sheet. 

8. The ythermal blanket of claim 1 including a 
patterned arra^ of apertures opening through said underside 
into said ^hambers, said patterned array comprising a 
density palftern in which the density of said apertures 
increases ycoward one of said edges. 

9. / The thermal blanket of claim 6 including a 
patterpfed array of apertures, said apertures opening through 
said /base sheet into said chambers, said patterned array 
compi'ising a density pattern in which the density of said 
aperpures increases toward on of said edges. 
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10. The thermal blanket of claim 9 wher/in one of said 
tubular chambers is centrally positioned in/ said parallel 
tubular chambers and said density increases from said 
centrally positioned chamber toward one o/ said edges. 

11. The thermal blanket of c^laim 10 wherein no 
apertures open through said base sheet into said centrally 
positioned tubular chamber. 
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12. The thermal blanket /of claim 11 wherein no 
apertures open through said pase sheet into a tubular 
chamber adjacent one of said edges. 



head 


et/ comprising: 

inflatable covering with a 
o/ edges, and an undersurf ace; 
nlet adjacent said foot end for 


13. A thermal b 
a self-erec 
end, a foot end, 

an inflating 
admitting a thermally-controlled inflating medium; 

an array oy apertures in said undersurface for 
exhausting a thetmally controlled inflating medium from 
said covering; 

an exhaust port opening in said inflatable covering 
for venting/an inflating medium from adjacent an edge 
of said inflatable covering and away from said 
undersurf a6e; and 

a flvQt uninflatable section at said head end for 
upper boQy viewing. 
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14. The thermal blanket of claim jl2 , wherein said 
2 pattern of said array of apertures increafees the density of 

said apertures from a central location /n said undersurface 
4 in a direction toward a first one of s4id edges. 

15. The thermal blanket oS claim 14 wherein the 
2 pattern of said array of aperture/ increases the density of 

said apertures from said centr/l location in a direction 
4 toward the second of said edges/ 

16. A thermal blanke;t for covering and bathing a 
2 person in a thermally-controlled medium, comprising: 

a f lexil^lfe b^se /4heet having a head end, a foot 
4 end, two edges)\a^d aT plurality of apertures; 

an overlaAndr/plastic sheet attached to a first 
6 surface of saLd base sheet by a plurality of 

discontinuous seaAs which form said plastic sheet into 

8 a plurality of obmmunicating inflatable chambers, said 

apertures oper/ing through said base sheet into said 
10 chambers; / 

a continuous seam between said plastic sheet and 
12 said base /sheet at said head end which forms a non- 

inf latable/viewing recess; and 

an exhaust vent through said overlaying plastic 
sheet aftd adjacent a first, opening from a first 
16 inflatable chamber adjacent said first edge, for 

ventino an inflating medium away from said base sheet, 
18 and a*ay from a second inflatable chamber. 
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17. The thermal blanket/ of clain 16 including an 
absorbent bib attached to the hfead end of said base sheet • 
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18. A thermal blanket for covering and bathing a 
person in a thermally-controlled medium, comprising: 

a flexile bas4 sheet having a head end, a foot 
end, two edges, ySan(a a plurality of apertures; 

an over^ydng plastic sheet attached to a first 
surface of said base sheet by a plurality of 
discontinuous ^eams which form said plastic sheet into 
a plurality at communicating inflatable chambers, said 
apertures </pening through said base sheet into said 
chambers; / 

a obntinuous seam between said plastic sheet and 
said b/se sheet at said head end vhich forms a non- 
inflatable viewing recess; and 

yan absorbent bib attached to the head end of said 
base/ sheet. 
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19. A thermal blan>:et, apprising: 

a self-erecting irirlatable covering with a head 
end^ a foot end/ tvo erages, and an undersurface; 

an infl^trijg/ /inlet for admitting a thernally- 
controlled inf^atMg medium; 

an array Vof apertures in said undersurface for 
exhausting a tnerEally-controlled inflating medium from 
said covering; 

an unimflatable section at said head end for upper 
body viewing; and 

an/absorbent bib attached to the head end of said 
inflal2^ble covering. 


Si 
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